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Mr, Chalrmsa, Ladles aad Genslemen, Fellow Citlizens and Nelghbors of Alm
whom we homor to-day:

How %rus it 1s thet our Shoughts, reflestions, sonversapiea, amd
medisations are influenmesd by ocur surroundings) hbw srus it 12 also &had
Nature felthfully perdrsys humanm sharastsr in rocks, rllln. rzvorl, and
mountalins.

3eated upom the shady bamk of some prattling brook, watshing the
hurrying amd ssurrying of Lts waters as they daskh latc spray upon the
rosks, and listealmg to the meledy and raythm of L{ts music, we ars
pleased and sntertaimed for & while; lts babbllings and laughSer amuse
us, and cur sonversation ir ligkt amd sommomplase. The little brook re-
minds us of people we have met. .

New go wish me to the esnon of the upper Saeraments, whers thab ma-
jestle river begins its jJourney to the osesm. S3tanding wpea s shelvii
ledge and gaziag Imto that placid pool sb cur feed, these grissly 298
of the forest atandimg around and adout . un, the mbusatalan Dreess AKARE -
s0f% ‘musie through their Lreaches, Sausss our theughts %o take a higher
tremd, and sur theughts betome more serisus, The little Droek is rargat-
tem. Our surroundings roa&nd us Of sharachers we Rhave mnt.

Go with me & 1ittle farthor; let us ellmd sut ef the sancm, erosas
the divide, and enter the little meadsw beyond. Stepplng out of the
fringe of timber that akirts its border, imnto the opem, suddenly and
without warning our eyes bemsld for the first &ime at slose range 0ld
Mt. Shastm, in all his gorgecus spleador. That soclosaal ssntinel of the
high Sterras, rearing hls smow-sapped, sun-kisssd pesk over 14,000 feed
above the sea level, awes us. We stand amd mutely gaze upoa Shat silend
witneas of the power of God. Xo meed for soaversatism mew; we could nes
speak 1f we would; we are busy with our thoughts. Imstinctively our
minds trave) baek eons sf time, when the foundatien ‘of the werld was laid,
when the Spiris of God moved upom the fase of the waters, and Ged said,
lotithorctbc light. Our thoughts are in the realm of the Omnipotoend lnd
Omniselens, ) -

Fellow Citlizens, that is where my thoughts aré to-day, at thls
moment. .

Jokn Bldwell: Citizem, Nelghbor. Whem the charaster of this grasd
spesimen of the highest type of the Amerisen eitizem stands before ms ia
8ll 1ts purity and beavty, I am oversome. Words that I would freame imks
sentenses seem hollow and meaningless. All that I'ean do im the Drisf.
time allotted %o me 1 te spesk im a general way of She man whom wé Jewed
and who msde the world bettey besauss ho Ilved {i it.



What was there sbeut him that csused him to sower head and shsul-
ders above us? What was there sbout hils persomalidy that eaussd him %9
seintillate with sueh dagslimg Drillismey? You sould med piek sut any
one partieuler trait that ecsused 1%, me more tham you sonld sagregete
the sum's bDéass and ¢ideaver Yo 'FINd ome more brillian thaz his fellows.
His 1ife was the perfest whole,

. Since my early boyhood I have knows him, part of the time lntimste-
ly and in his employ, &nd I will mentien a fevw of those fralts of shar-
aeter that osme umder my ebservetiom and which dlstimguished him.

He was pregressive and patriotie, homest amd sruthful, pure amd
tomperate, Godfeoarimg and gemercus.

I have oftem heard the Gemeral a&I shat 1f & mam was nei progressiag
he was golmg baekward, 1f he was starding still he was -going beekward.

How easy it would have beex for him, and whet & tempsation te sems,
whea he Firat came here to Mave plased a fenve around this fertile aad
well watered traet of lamd, sald %o eivilizatiea thus far shals thou
come and me Tarther, stesked it with a fow head of sattle, sheep, amd
horses, marketed the imoresss svery year, and leaned the prosseds &f
nsurous rates, dullt mo roads, fostersd meither ehurehes nor sshools.

His estste to-day would have been ome bf the rishess, from a money stand-
point, in the West. For the benefis of eivilizatlom amé manikind in gen- -
eral he ehose rather to be the progressive eitizem, and to-day, imstead
of Jokm Bildwell, the Cattle King, unhenored and uasumng, we hve Jokm
Bldwell, the man ¢f pregress and thess Nemorial Services.

Patrietiszm was borm amd bred in every fibre of his Deing. 0= twe
occasiors he offered kils 1life.to his coumtry's serviee, &nd In 1863 ke
waa appoimted Brigadier Gémeral of the Califorals State Mllltia. Owr
Fourth of July celebratisns were imeomplete witlout his presenmcs; om
those occcasions ke was ususlly found upom the spesker!s stand, firiuwg
the heerts of the youmg with patriotle utterances, and the stars amd
stripes floating from the topmost pimrnacle of his dwelling.

Could his fellew sitizena raly upca hls word? Yes, his werd mas s
good as his bomd. As & man of trubh hls soul was like the sparklisg.
moumtain spring, reflestimg the light of heavem, Dlessiag and purifyiag
all witih whom he ocame in sdmbash.

Wes he sn homest man? If hls seinted mother, who passed from this
life in 1857, were here to-day, she sculd tell us whem this cormerstoms
was 1a1ld I» his shsrsster. For msny years ke marketed the varlied pred-
uvets of Ranche Chise im this ard obher elities of the state and natiom,
and 1t was am axiam im business parlamee that any box, bag, er bals
bearing the meme of Johnm Bidwell wae & guarantes for quallty and measure.
Yes, he was konest. amd upright im thought, word, amd deed,

He stood for purity and Semperapse. He was & fotal asdstaimer frem
all those viees that ruim mamhood axd degrade womenhood; hil'lnngn:gi
was chaste and mever saussd bhe blush of shame to mount the sheek ‘
man, women, er c¢hild. EHe mever mentlomed the name ¢f the Supreme Belag
but with that awe and reverence due from the oreature to the Created.

On the Temperanece guestiom he wis plaim, outspeken, and fearless.
He considered the liguor #raffiec toc be the bane of soclety, the suras of



mankind, ard a menase to the atability ef tiala republis. He was ned
only & total abstalmer; but for years ke spent his tims and memey Se
make it essler for others $o become the same. WAy did ke do $%? Be-
eause his werm heart Shvobbed for sbhers! woes, becsuse thad great heart
of his Shrebbed for the widews and erphams of thls land, meds susk by
this awful traffle in Buman souls.

Was he a Gedfeariag mea? Yes, mors. Delly amd dovoatly he wor-
shiped theSupreme Bulmg who gave him Eis existenss. He thamked Him for
his daily bread, and prayed for widdom nessssarTy for him to diseharge
the duties imeldea$ tc the grest trust that the Naster had plassd ia

his keeping. He was mot oaly s comséiéntisus Chrlstianm, but ke 414 a1l
in kis power to influense others in the patk of righs.

Was he = generous cltlizem? His fellow oitizems will tell yéu thad
he robbed himself that ethers might be benefited thereby. Because s
was genercus, we have for years been permitted to enjoy those lovely
avenues, those shady drives, thoss ezquisite flewers, 2s much as if we
had been part ewners In Rameho Chieo. Beoause he waz a generous sini-
zén, we are emabled to meet Ia this buildimg te-day, apd aur ohildres
to enjcy the advantagea ef this splendid {matitutiom #f lesrning. Whem
the eitizens who Bad the busimess im eharge for the locatisw of a Nemsal
Sehool site, the Gemersl was away im a forelga lamd, but ast sus of reachk.
The Atlantie cable foumd him. 4 message was sent, askiag what he would
do for a site, Quiokly cams the roaganﬂ.,'"Any plaee on Ramehe Chies As
&t your dispesal sxdept my dooryard,” Fellew sitizens, I fismly Dellewe
that 1f the sommittde had wired bask that im order to sesurs tiw prise
1t would be meoissary %o have the doeryserd, the reply would have bDeen
something like this, "Well, yourare om the groumd; you knew best. Take
the dooryard.” JNany & man owss hls start in-1ife to the generosity of
John Bidwell,

Hiz generesidy was philau%hropmu and the grest besuty of his Dems-
fastlens was that they wers unsscoupsaied by the blare of trumpes asd
the molsy aymbal, XNe tesk great daiight tm keopilg in lgnoraned the
doimgs of hiz left hamnd from is right.

What was he. as & neighbert Im early 1«uth he was tAu3h$ to regard
the Holy Bible a® God's gift to mem, as & rule and gulde of hias falth,
and he followed its Sesohimgs throuwgh 1ife. . A.volume of that sasred
Book was always to be foumd withim resch on his ¥ssk:" Its pages wers
femlllar to him, and ke ne doubd read in the thirteemth chapter ef Re-
mans, ninth verse, these worde: " amg if there be any other eommaxdmens,
1t is falthfully conprehiudbd im'thls saying, nemely, thom shal$ love
thy melghbor as thyself.” Thus fortified, hew could hn be amythiag else
than & magnanimsus melghbor? Dld ke love hila nelghbor e Aimeslf? Ask
the early settler whe, whea far from home amd Iriemds, it was that raised
tge eup of cold waker te the feversd lipa tnd spoke the kiamdly werd af
sheer., '

Did he love hls melghbor 25 himself? Aask the widow whe, when her
only support 1in life was takem to yemder durlal place, whe 1t was thas
helped to smooeth her rugged rocad with sympathstie words and substantial’
ald.

Did he leve hls neighber as Almself? Ask almeszd anyome whe bas
lived in Chied for amy th of time, hew of%en ha has seem that sarry-
all and those two Dig blask héraes pass slemg our streets on missiems
of humanity. ‘



Did he love his melghbor as himself?Y Ask the dusb amimals om
Raneho Chleo, amd Af they could spesk, they would tell you, “He was
good amd kimd to us.”

Because he was a good melghber, he made it possidble fer the Imdians
in yomder village to be mew emjoylag the sdvantages of sekoels amd
churehesa. '

Becsuse he was & good melghber, he made 1% pessible for tws Iadi-
ans to assist Iin sarryl Ris mortel remeins to thelir last rest
plaece. Lafomso amnd Bllly Preacher were auaked savages when (Gemersl Bidwell
first saw them, but W ‘resognized the fash that they hed Lfmmortal seuls,
and he made 1%t Ris businmess ts look after them.

%,

Because he was & goed eitlsin;'hn nade it:pnallblo for a cholr ocom-
vosed ef Indiams to almg ia zetes alwosy dlvinme aia last requiem, amd
stromg men wept when they heard the pathetie refrain.

Besauass he was & goed oitizem smd & iwd neighbor, the reed ledding
from his dwellimg to his grave was strewn with flbwers. It was maTe
1ike the triwmphal entry of the vieter to his home tham a funeral) sor-
tege. _

His 1ife, what a viotery, what a_grand suseessi His example, O
what & legasy for the youth of this landl

My friends, what a meeting there must have been that day, whan he
atopped asrcss the thresheld into theé new 1ife beyomd and was greeted
with, "Joki Bldwell. the Just, Johm Bidwell the gemeroud, Jehn Bidwell

the gramd ¢ld mam of westerm civilimation, well deme, good and falth
servant. Enter inte thy reward,”.
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