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Save the Domesl!

What is a Dome?

._ GI;E Dﬁﬂe‘-". also known 45 %‘ﬂﬁ £ i Wa w‘.‘ﬂfﬂ"‘ mf\[ v‘.[laﬂe l‘-ﬂib e \Ml.rdwlm wikl

€he envisument. Ofer the Years, <he Domes hoe beer on limportant place for the commority
to meek, share, and learn . Here Domies fix pikes, owj&al , make wusie, dad dance.

—

There are 14 Domes at Baggins End, numbered 2 through 14.
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Who are the Domies?

Douﬁw& tome in a wide oy i tncdufl’:s and 8izes.  Ag etudents at the m‘b
univest: '-dwz) learn how €0 save the world bd making it a more
Su-.ka'.nable-fl‘cc. As leaders 6{: Ma:j Moveatets, Domies have storted
other Commoniits mode b‘ugj‘,f;.a Yt mere ouPu[nr and eatj i their c’“:j-
mé{'ew(hl or(zjn.ic cFun\S As Fﬂnpb_ Domies 4rq ,Fr'{“{l) f“’d“"“.‘f}* ond

love 4o werk -i'oje,tkﬁr‘.
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THIS STory 1S DEDICATED To £ &

EVERYONE WHO HELPED SAVE THE DoMES
AND TO THOSE IN LAND STRUGGLES,
| REFORM MOVEMENTS AND RESISTANCES
THROUGHOUT “THE WORLD.

TOGETHER WE ARE UNSTOPPABLE!

o) had been.a d;.uu years since
T had E{r&t heard :tf the Domes.

. @@;@@@
The‘-j were one qf my €00pS % Qs At :
Sister communities. | A s s i {j o
& X o) )
i = ! = '___;;:H__- - ¢——-._:’4=<//

Tt was one o& those places T4d
(fiaure& T myght visit one dag
when T had the time.

Then one Februo.r('j nid"l{ a
MCS«SG.S@— came. to me. ...
the Domes were in trouble!

Now ¢lose -to&éda years old, the.
Domes needed repairs, but the
powers that be wanted to
Simply shut them down!
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_:; t the time, the Domes were run by the
2] (4.0. Davie depactment of Student Hous'lna.

The Domes, like the Dorms,

Sit on the UWC campus
and house students.

But the similarity
ends there. The

Domes are a Co-0p,
where residents -
called Donties- share
meals Sardens, chickens,
and chores. Tl"etj also
overn themselves  with e
diﬂer&ﬂﬁ Donties in c,l«urae, of ﬂ\'trﬂs
like P\onnin& activities, carom'lrg »?ochl or
am{hct resolution. E\:er:j +wo weeks, all ‘cke.“ﬂ/
Domies meet ax council to make decisions using consensus,
__where ideas are discussed and cubusted until everyone s
in qare,ement. The eren{'S -tUmﬂnﬂ o»f the Mado.—-l{-a_
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| P ack in 1972, the

s uai-.(ersitd was ﬁrow‘uj
and all ¢he new students
needed places to live.

Fourteen domes were built

to provide an a&of dable
alternative to ordinary dorms,

The fiberﬁlasé domes were

cast in one piece, then
lefed. - each we{,isJ ust
1,000 pounds - and placec{
over Prtfabrlco{'d Plumbita

cores. Tasulation, la{tgl
and windows were then

installed .

Students - the J}rs{' 5en¢m€ion_

o} Domies - did most of
the construction work,

and also Plan&:ed So.ﬂkﬂﬁ b
around the Domes.
LVING . /
PAINT s
FIBERGLASS
p—pPoLY -
509\5‘(2“”& poof TO
y SPRAY FOA e BEDROOM s

KiTCHEN

B

JNSULATION

PLASTER

PAINT
Over the Sears, €he hot

Davis sun —some of the
Domes were once PainfeJ dark eolors -

had desraded £he OC"‘"'L insulation,
Causin\j it to Peel off Lthe ,F;beralass
Shell. The unifersi{\j thouj‘\i it would all
need to be gu{{&i and replaced. But the
Domies were confident that patch repaics
would be enough-.
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|ater that month, to find ou€ more,
T made a trfp up to Davis
to visit the Domes.

__";?. - %l the Domes T &numl o ubloomicg and
s b We/ll'orﬂdnized c::mman'(tj. Freviously,
Donies had stacted and run ogonic gardens,
taught d‘e.llow students sustainable liv‘ms,

and created bike collectives.

Now, they srganized friends and (fmm( residents
and ne otiated with the unifersitj to make o
business Plaﬂ to pay for the repair and
continued use of €he Domes.




The domes themselves were
in great Shope. Other than
a few areas of old foam,
VEIU‘FE—N 'th‘mjs needed 'F"('."ﬁ
even af-ter {:orfg years,

Tn fact, due to their shape,
domes ace the 5(’ronJesf of
structures and can easil
withstand earthquakes
and hurricanes.

Save the Domesl!

ORDINARY BUILDING:
weak spot where beams and columas

DOME:
forces evenly d

THeRe & A ReasoN That
NuclLeAR REeACToRS LIVE
ANDER Tomes !

istributed aver

Domes have lonﬂ s:jmbohud democratic
government, and these domes were
no exception. However, while most

domes tower above cities, perched
atop prominent buil&’mas , these

domes are homes people ive in,

ameng Sanlens of d:ooJ- and
beneath towin& £rees,
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Ly

rs about moving the Domes from E 6 DAYS

|
- . - \*, |
Student Housms, which didnt want to [ A i

run the Domes | to an acedemic _ )
depar&me.n{: ; "ﬂn‘ts was an exisf-inj “C You dont hclp
long term plan gor the space. SAVE THE DomEg ¢

<
eloo Holo 0 b0 ey = G

® 6 Uty o

@5 Hm\,ef' the gears of the uniuerslfb turn quite s\ouolj Land ?
with just half a year left in their leases, the Domies needed
a backup plan to ensure the corutinuitj of their community.
And s0 the Domies Soush{: assistance (ﬁom another co-0p in
Dovis, the Solar Community Housing Association. (5.¢.HA)

stodent coopers,
SCHA owns and runs
theee co-ops ' Dadis,

Rccen{:{j‘ SCHA had
8aved two historic honses,

Frw'ul'ma a&nrJabb °°q % MON"GA them aerpss town ;
hw"‘j to around 25 members, “ and renovated them nto a
Unlike W.C., which »ﬁsumd if new co-op hou&inﬁ e‘S"‘{
one dome had problems, " people .

oll were ear the end AN
beheued n I'QfJOU - :

and reuse.




Save the Domes!
UC had estimated  would cost a million dollars to fix the
foucteen domes and make the site and a couple of domes
wheelchair accessible. SCHA | with their experience
rehabbing buildin&s and network 0{: volunteers, estimated
they could do i€ for less €han a tenth of that.

At their estmate, saving the Domes was not only —F'marlciallj feasible,
but would also earn SCHA some money during the Course of the
proposed five-year [ease.

Makes one wonder
what could be dore about

Student fees i UC was
-

run by Co-0p5..-
AL returned to my home co-op, the @o 94 B
Berkt\ej Student Cooperative. Guided bj the . &
Rochdale Princigles o(f Cooperation , amendy which is cooperation

between Cooperatives, we decided that as the nation's Iarﬂest
Student co-0p, we could help SCHA save the Domes.

T Marew, four Domies Came to our
Board of Directors to present their

plan and ask for a grant of $10,000.
We. decided +o gve them $20,000.

T ended up aoins back with the Domies
“+0 Davis that n'cjh{’ to celebrate.

10
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, | / A eanwhile, Domies conkinued 4o raise monej Srom ,F'iencls amld:arm
e Domies ,mu:x olso wrote to the Unwexsrttj, urgind them to

adopt the SCHA plan +o Save the Domes. A local band, O range
Mpm‘wg. wrote songs and released an album called "Save the Domes "

Tn Ma:j, dozens paraded and deliveced letters of support to

UC administrators, who assured o cheering crowd <hat there
were no phns to bull doze €he Domes .

A[Hnou.&h the Domies still had ko move out in Ausust,

Lt'! then, negotiations were well under way. First, agreements
were reached 4o continue Use of he commurity yurt and
gardens. Tq October, SCHA signed an agreement with WC
to renovate the Uomes, -t\\e,first step

towards SCHA
lmsmg) and

mnnirﬁ the Domes.
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Throughout the time, community work parties were

hed, where Domies and volunteers built

r‘ailinﬂs, patche& foam, cleared patks,
and cleaned up dark scary places.

These Part‘ces culminated in a H-daj
Commn'\fj Build event the {irs-t
weekend of November.

i pact in Commmifj Build.

‘; i ; Some poured concrete. Some made ,S-‘oocl.
ViR Some ?ro\ﬁtled childcare. Some Pa.'m-(:e,cl walls - 07 was
i€ ceE(itrgs? Some. plaﬂad music. QU the end ctf the
four daﬂs, most OJC the work was done!

AT
N7
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5 ’chen, the Domé.s S(ouncl lease was close to be’dﬁ

m alized ,there were just a few -tkmas lef¢ +o paint
and new Domies had been selected to live i the first

qrovp mF Domes to be nzopencd.

The eaclier me.etinas on raising money
and rall:jinﬁ public opinion had
given way to debates on governance
as SCHA prepared to double
its membership with the influx
of 25 Domies,

f

T » + T - ' o - . - ': -
Liay 1 y b N n ) JTEE, Lo W

(LA | - o - = ‘_- _..'{- - A e Oy

014 Domies who had smdu.ctte,c[ were

bus& do'mﬁ what Domies do best: makinj
the world a better and more sustainable place.

_nvij -Foundul A
' cQopera-tNe,sf
They stacted farms! L — c0-0P
They tanght I zg0®
kids math' '

13
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Meanwhile, in Davis and elsewhere around
the world, hundreds of Dome:like communities
sprou{ed wp in ParkS aml Plazas.

Like the Dewies, the Occupiers shared meals,
Worked together, and made decisions Co”ac’cive(ﬂ.

Domies past and fufum were of course on the ‘Front lines,
and some were among those pepper sprayed by UC Davis police.

l .
The movement O“ﬂ 3"‘"’” Thousands moved money

.frnm banks to credit
unions  where members,
father than the 1%
elect the Board of

Directors and share in

Across the economy,
OOOPera‘tN'lfS was

on the rise.

any surplus earnings.
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= m December, SCHA signed the Domes ground lease
with the University. Tnspections were ‘fmqh‘:&{ in the
fo llowing several days. Finally, in January, a year
after the crisis began, fourteen new Domies
moved in 4o seven of the Domes !

There remained work o be done to get the
other seven domes online, and much more
+o do elsewhere in the world:

empty oversized houses to turn
itto co-op housm5 oppressive

institutions to dauocratcze,

'FOSS'lroFud addictions

+o overcome.

il

The Domies f_,J
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(=)
& Sfecial. Theaks <¥

B
[
A . |

The Doﬂies
Sblif C«mua‘@ Hdu:icj Jesociation

www. Schadavis. 08

Gmmvﬂ'{‘:j B wikt Aﬁﬁﬁ(—ia‘bib'\.

The Cal-d;rvm kagie

KDVS

The Sacramente Hee
Of‘aﬂse, Mprn'tr\3
The Davis Enterprise
The Davis Yoce
@erkelzj Stadent Coapecative.
I Spaghettt Night
| Frieads of Boggins End

Domes .
inside a Dome kitchen! -& The Documen 4'3

AC Davis Leul Estate Senvices
WCD Sustainable Living #Learn
Task "F'-orc:;:5 ‘B

... and asan| others ...

and Of Course, af/ of
our Suﬂaorfefs #Volunteers ...
‘foﬂe{ﬁcq we saw s chmﬂk[

b o

2012 JANuRR] T
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Baggins End Site Plan

2-14 Baggins End, Davis, CA 95616

We DAVIS CREENHOUSES
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Dome Facts

Built: 1972

Number of domes: 14
Residents per dome: 2
Architects: Ron Swenson &
John Hernikl of EcoSystems

Built by: UC Davis students

Exterior: Fiberglass shell with
spray foam insulation,
Interior: Painted plaster walls
and ceiling.
Freestanding wood
frame platform with
plywood floors and walls.

Heating: All electric
Water: Connected to UC Davis
water and sewer mains.

Utilities buried underground
in trenches leading fo road.

Cross
Section

Weight of shell without
foam: ~1,000 pounds.

Originally the Domes were
each a different color,
They are now all white,
This helps keep them

cool in the summer,

What kind of dome is it?
The Domes are not geodesic
domes. Geodesic domes are
made up of many triangular

sections, whereas The Domes

are cast from a single piece
of fiberglass.

Domes website: www.bagginsend.org

Save the Domesl!

note:

the floor
plan of each
dome varies
somewhat.
Lofts and
bedrooms
vary in size,

One dome has
an enlarged
wheelchair
accessible
bathroom.

Cutaway
View

ELECTR|CAL
SOCKET

18



