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PETITION FOR HISTORIC LANDMARK DESIGNATION TO THE HISTORICAL LANDMARK

COMMISSION PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSIQN AND CITY COUNCIL OF DEVTON TEXAS:'

I/We the under51gned owner(s) of, or party(s) with finan01al 1nterest in,.
all property herein descrlbed do hereby flle thls, my/our petltlon asking

“that the sald prOperty be desmgnated as a hlStorlC landmark under the

prov151ons of Ordlnance #80-30 of the Code of Ordinances of the Clty of

- Denton, Texas._ The said property is located at HQ Eﬁfpthvr

and is more particularly descrlbed as-: follows

Csee &ﬁao"ne_i sl«eeﬂ‘)

- . bQWVVﬁ;, %M,JJ Jaﬁ(&w"‘*‘?\y‘do
I/We herew1th tenaer the flllng fee of OReMHundredwand Flfty Dollarsféwkﬁﬁﬁ.

I authorize the’ City of Denton to place a smgn or 51gn(s) on the above

property for' public notlflcatlon of the proposed historic 6951gnatlon

e S (G grocell

ADDRESS /X .

cmf))z,‘m __ STATE ﬁp@:_
PN S 33“1 /?oo?

Submitted this Q™%X day of %M | | - ,1993._
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| tdeComyol Denton ,Suteof  Texas
7 mesumof_:, TEN AND N'O/IOIO--‘-—-_--,-_--—-'-----'-_--~f~---;}v-f__f_?----;-_f'_;---Qﬂf-#--—-
'___'.__._.__.’__($10-00);_’_’_- ------- .—-'--——.--;-—.--;--,u-.—-.-__'___-... ______ D OLLARS,

. DEED RECORDS .

- That VERNICE D‘OYLE '.TA_L.IAFERRO and ‘wife, ~JOYCE R _*TALIAFERRO_.

and other good and valuable considerations,-*-a-“

to - us - . inhandpaidby DAVID WALTON JAY, the receipt of which is -
 hereby acknowledged, and the assumption and agreement on the part sl
of the Grantee herein to pay off and discharge the unpaid balance of
- principal and interest owing on a note executed by the Grantors herein

payable to Birdie V. Thurman, having. an original principal balance of

'$11,500.00, payable in monthly installments of $100.00 each, bearing .-
“interest at the rate of 7% per annum, and being described in Deed =
© from Birdie V. Thurman to the Grantors herein, dated the 27th day of

¥ July, 1967, recorded in Volume 554, Page 57, of the Deed Records of . -

" Denton County, Texas, and the agreement on the part of the Grantee o

Ei? herein to hold Grantors harmless from further 1liability on said note;
5%_ ERRE ;
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4
. havcrc.v'_rante‘d, Sold and Con'veyed, and by .these presents do Grant, Sell and_chive.y. _u.nto the séid' o
.} DAVID WALTON JAY, —~ = | | P |
:" .'ofiheCourityof o D.éntOn S ,Stateai Texas R T oal thatcertain
gi lot, tract or parcel of land situated in the City and County of = -
i Denton, Texas, a part of Robert Beaumorit Survey, Abstract No. 31,
't .being part of a tract conveyed by Darthula Matlock, et al, te C. E.
+f Miller on July 3, 1943, shown of record in Volume 301, Page 227,
i{ ' Deed Records, Denton County, Texas, more particularly described as . -
; “BEGINNING at the southeast corner of said tract conveyed to C. E. .
i Miller; .- : R UL ' Ce _ e
.1 .- THENCE North 65 feet to its northeast corner; S R
N R THENCE West 145 feet, more or less, to the northeast cormer of a
certain lot conveyed by C. E. Miller and wife to R. A. Boyd by -deed - _

.i" dated October 9, 1946, and shown of record in Velume 330, Page 374, of

" the Deed Records of Denton County, Texas; I o s
1 THENCE South along east line of said Boyd lot 65 feet, its south- . -
; east corner in the south line of said lot conveyed to C. E. Miller; . -
4 THENCE East along the south line of said C. E. Miller lot, 145

‘fcet, more or less, to the place of beginning

. ‘Grantee herein assumes payment of taxes for the year 1974.

. for and in consideration of -
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- Criteria to be used in'Historical Landmark Designation -

The petitioner will be responsible for furnishing data to the Planning and
Community Development Department for submittal to the Landmark Commission -

- substantiating that the property meets at least one or more of* the following
- 13eriterian for Historic. Landmark designation: oL Tt

_.jI;F»-l.licharacter, interest or value as part of the development,.heritage.
- or cultural characteristics of the City of Denton, State of Texas, or
the United States. ' . _ -

2.'"Recognition as a recorded Texas historic landmark, a national landmark,
or entered into the National Register of Historic Places. o :

3. Embodiment of distinguishing_characteristiés of an'architectura] typé_
or ‘specimen. : : S _ '

4, Identification as the work of an archiféct or master builder whose .
indivdual work has influenced the development of the city. )

5. Embodiment of elements of architectural design, detail, materials .
or craftsmanship which represent a significant architectural innovation.

6. Relationship to other distinctive buildings, ‘sites or areas which are
eligible for preservation according to 'a plan based on architectural,
historic or cultural motif. - : . S

8 O ..'[_j o & (;r

7. 'Portrayal of the environment of a group of ﬁeop]e in an area of history.
characterized by a distinctive architectural stylé... . .

[:] 8. Archaeoiogical value in that it has produced or can bé‘expected to
- .produce data affecting theories of historic or prehistoric interest..

[B 9. Exemplification of the cultural, economic, social, ethnic or historical.
heritage of the €ity, State or United/States. ' S :

[:] 10, Location as the site of a significant historic event.

;'EZT’II. Identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed
' to the culture and development of the City, State or United States. '

B 12. A building or structure that because of its location has become of |
value to a neighborhood, community area, or the city. o

. ¥ : : '
[21}13. Value as an aspect of community sentiment or public pride.

o AT g o L st g cep e




* e

Bolivar Street, Denton, Texas, has a history which is aé_old
as the.city itself. When Denton was-founded in 1857, Bolivaf
- Street was so named because 1t was a wagon trail that 1ed to
the town of Bolivar. In the late 1870's, several prlvate schools_
were located on Bolivar Street. Later, in the 1880's and 1890'3,
many churches were built on south Bolivar Street, among them the
Central Presbyterian, the Ghurch of Christ, the Roman Catholic,
and the German Baptist. Several churches still remain on Bolivar
Street. -

The unassumlng residence at 703 Bolivar was built in Prairie _
Box style, a popular style of the late 1800's and early 1900's
in Texaé. This simple frame co%tage. with its nearly'square
shape, wide front porch, tall rectangular windows, and hlpped
roof, is a testlmony to the solid construction and pleasing
de31gn of many modest homes of 1ts time. _

According to Ruby Matléck Presnell, who moved fo.the'house
when her father bought it in 1915, the house was built between

.1905 and 1909, but records of the or1g1na1 owner or bullder have

 been unobtalnable. The interior of the house substantiates Mrs.

Preshell's claim that the house dates back at least to 1905. Oone
~wonders if the house were built_even earlier, perhaps in the -
late 1800'3, Because of thé shiplap exterior walls, solid wood
interior wallé. hardwood and pine fioorsJ remnants of ornate

wallpaﬁer in one of thé_bedrooms, eleven foot wopden ceilings,-

and wavy blown glass window panes in some of the windows.




o

page two.

Also. the sale price of $1350.00 for the property in'1899 indieetes
thaf a striucture occupied the lot, since the imposing two-story
brick Scrlpture Bu11d1ng sold for $10,000 only five years later.
| The early owners of the Bollvar Street property were ‘among the.
most prominent and 1nf1uent1al men in Denton. W.H. Mounts orlglnally.
purchased the land, which was in the Robert Beaumont onenthlrd
league survey. abstract 31. Mounts was one of the flrst bu31ness-
.men to leave New Alton and move to Denton when it was determlned
that Denton was to be the new county seat, in 1856 Slnce Bolivar
',Street was one of the earliest streets to be designated in 1856;
Mounts possibly bought the land at the public auction.of lots
6on January 10, 1857f No records exist about the purchase, however,
because the Dehton County Courthouse burned in 18?5,.end most
records previous to that year were 1ost. |

On January 2, 18?1, Mounts sold the property to W.F. Egan. who
like Mounts, was also an 1mportant Denton bu31nessman. and a charter'
: member of the First Christian Church. He was once the employer and '
'_ frlend of the 1egendary outlaw, Sam Bass.3 While Egan was the
.owner of the Bql;var Street property. his ectual homeplace was
on the more elegant "Sand" Street (South'Elm Street).h In_18?9,
'Egah sold-the lanﬁ.on Bolivar to Dr. J.P. Blouht.5 o

Dr. Blount was a member of the illustrious Blount famlly who
alse 11ved on Sand Street.6 He was a member of the orlglnal com-
mittee to draft suitable resolutions for'the'proposed North Texas
Normai Cellege in 18997 and.in 1902, he was appointed”to-a commi t-
" tee to formulafe plans for the proposed C.I.A. Coliege.8 Dr. Blount
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olso‘served as a committee member for the proposed "East Llne

Railroad“ in June, 1892, ? He became the first president of Denton
'County Natlonal Bank in 1892, 10

Also in 1892, Dr. Blount sold the Bollvar Street property _

' for $800 “to respected store owner C.M. Greenlee.11 C.M. Greenlee

 owned the C.M, Greenlee Dry Goods Store, which was housed in

Yone of the very first brick bulldlngs in Denton. “12 Greenlee
also built the Greenlee Addltlon in Denton. Because C M. Greeniee"
was inthe house contruction business, one could speculate that ‘
it was Greenlee who bullt the house on Bolivar Street sometime
between 1892 and 1899 when he owned the property. Additional

' proof would oe the mechanic's lien, obtained by Greenlee 1n'1895"
for a house that is similar in its descrlption to the house at

'703 Bollvar.13 _

Interestingly, the firgt four owners of the Bollvar Street
property Were the namesakes for four streets in Denton...Mounts
Street, Blount Street, Greenlee Street, and Egan Street, which
1ntersects Bolivar on the south border of the lot on whlch the
house s1ts.

'In 1899, R.R. Turner bought the property from B.R. Greenlee..
‘a relatlve of former owner C.M. Greenlee.iu Turner and hls w1fe,
Ida, OWned the property for over twelve years and sold 1t to' |
E. M. Whltehead in 1911. 15 Whitehead owned the property for almost
_exactly_four Years, from 1911 to 1915, and must have made signif"

fioant improvements upon it because its price increased $1600
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from his purchase price of $1250 to the $2850 agreed to by the
next buyer, C.H. Thorton, on August 9, 1915.16

At this point in the history of the property, we must read
between the lines and assume that Thorton suffered a misfortune
or at least experienced some consequehce which required him to
relinquish the prdperty.to H.A. Matlock on September 25, 1915,
scarcely six weeks after he bought it from E.M. Whitehead.17
Moreover, Thorton lest $1,000 on the transaction (Thorton paid
Whitehead $2850 for the'properfy: Matlock, $1850), no small
-amount in the period just before the United States entered
World'ﬁér I. |

The Matlock family lived in the house at 703 Bolivar from
1915 until fhe death of Mr. Matlock in 1943. Ruby Matlock Presnell
grew tp in the house and said that it "waé a well-built house
that we were proud of.”‘aDarthula Matlock, H.A. Matlock's widow,
soldithe property to Clarence E. Miller in 1943.1Q- |

C.E. Miller, a Denton banker, used the house as rental
property. He also sold a small portion gf the lot behind the
house to R.A. Boyd, on October 9, 1946.%

Walter S. Miller, C.E. Miller's son, sold the property tp
D.C. Thurman in 1957, to settle the estate of his father.zi&
Thurman owned the house for almos£ ten years and his widow,
Birdie Thurman, sold it to Vernice Doyle Taliaferro on the

- 22,
27th of July, 1967.

Taliaferro sold the property to David Walton Jay, a land
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deVelopef.and builder, on May 29, 197&.25.Jay used the investment._.
as rental property for three years until artist and teacher
Sandra Perguson Taylor bought it on August 18, 1977.%%

.In the six'ygars of her ownership, Ms. Taylor has made many
changes to enhance the value and attractiveness of the property,
including new roofing, fresh paiht,.improved plumbing and wiring,
and landscaping. She currently rents part of the -single family
deélling to another Denton sch001 teacher, Ann Caldwell.

 With its simple design and sturdy, economical constfuction;
the house at 703 Bolivar is béth a charming reminder of Dentoh's
.past and a functional, comfortable dwelling for the present and
'future. Its survival in a fast changing.eentury reflects the.

skill of an unknown builder and the prudence of a succession

of owners.
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