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_ PETITION FOR‘HISTORIC LANDMARK DESIGNATION TO THE HISTORICAL LANDMARK
:;COMMISSION PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION AND CITY COUNCIL OF DENTON, TEXAS:;

-,I/We the undersigned owner(s) of, or party(s) w1th flnanclal 1nterest 1n
;all property herein descrlbed do - hereby file thlS my/our petltion aSking _
‘that the sald property be d931gnated as a historlc 1andmark under the |

-gprovi31ons of Ordlnance #80-30 of the Code of Ordlnances of the City of

.Denton, Texas. The said property is 1ocated at 811 Vest Oek

and is more particularly described as follows:

PE LOP 9 MC KENNON ADDITTON, Wt NETLL SURVEY 971

-property for publlc notlficatlon of the proposed hlstorlc de51gnat10n.

NAME__Axfbvg ﬁjd?\(/iwkﬂﬂn‘
ADDRESS U 811 West Opk '

Crry _  Demtem oy Texes
+ PHONE _ 387-3241
Submitted this _ |24k day of- (Drdobor~ 1930,
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Vartin-Russell-~Venn Home, 811 West Osk, Denton, Texes

The red Wrick Geergisn residence with the Ademesgee influence in ite
- reunded windewe and wreught 1r§n ot 811 West Osk was duilt fer Dr. and Mre. N. L.
Hartin snd thelr two children, Milten end Ruth,

Dy. Hartia, an eye, ear, nose, snd threst specielist, wes origimally
from eolmhia, Soutk Cerelins. Mre. ‘Martin ves Ailsey Ferester denghter of »
prominent mu':aacher, L. 8. Teregter &f Sliien-!olivar.- The Ma:_"sins vere n:tht
active in Denten secisl and business circles end the houwse was & cemter for laree
_par'bies and receptions. o |

- Built ever geverel yeers iehin& the Martin's. Kiekory Street heme, 811
_wae completed im 1931. The dark red drick was frem Needeska, Kansss; the erchitect
wes David Williems frem Dallas, whese verk inflwenced that ef O'Neil Ferd; the
| foundatien snd cement work was dene by Ray Lokey; the corpentry by "Splinty” Davidsen end
Bigar Davidsen; and the Wrick werk by Charles Davis end sens. The home is of devhle
“Wrick comstruction snd has tri;le -ﬂuﬂngs ; the tep ene, of course, Rerdveed.

It ws one of the first hms in Denten te kave en immer cirewit telephene

| fru tystai.ra te the kﬁsahea‘ It wes also the Pirst ceatrally air-ccndit:lmei hane
1: Demu. I’b had & eeatral heatiu mten fru the beginnug--in fnat the original
Innm :mmaee is sﬁin in use; o sliiing im ves cut ia the furnace duetwork in the -
huaenen‘k vhete en emms ’block: .f oo emld e pleced Fer the Parmsce fanm to »low
ml nir teo m parts of the home,

The crig:tnal sunreem. er merning reem, hed sn ewtdeor entranee te be used
| for sn orfiee Yy Dr. Martin follo\r}.ng his retirement Wut :lt ves nyver uged for this
mg.u_. In later reaovat:ion, the doo:' wae c.nvertei inte o winiw Ma‘h ig the only
n‘hsﬂe change in the wuilding sinca it wes duilt. . o

© Dro Mertin died in Se;ten‘ner of 194) end Mrs. Martia seld the home to the
'm.m-a Rusnells 1n 19kk. Mr. Rassell owner of the depurtment store and Iingwrde
uantfaotu'ing cetpany, was o premirent Benton busimssuan and eivim 1esier. Blring their
'23 yeu's in the heme, the Rusgeells did- exbensiw interior mnomion, mem:ing the
"l:.tteheu, sdding eentral aly eondrbiuing, replaciag the diring roem chandelier with one

of Water:rul ‘and remeving the 1iving reem ehanlelmr. They alse pdded ceiliag fere te
C fewr of the wpstairs bedreems, but remsved the attic fen te put in 2 stairwey te the ..
third fleer sttic. - - .
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The houe is strictly reetangular in pler, with a miniwws of prejeetioas,
and @ sym%hr:leal froade. Eh:lmyn are ;laeei 8o os +te ecntribute te the o‘ver-all
mtry. The mntral m‘lz p!t,jecta slightly i‘ron the ends tnd is erewned with three |
dermer. whﬂns' the epves are detalled as ehssieal cerniees; gnd Mn sgtyle aenieirenlar
baleon:les alorn the :t‘mt Set far back en a iee; let, the Englipgh-inflwenced
u-ehiteettr_e of this home is especiglly vieublg becomse of the absene_e of 1=:~ee_a on
‘the frent lavn. The back of the let 1s heavily weedsd, however. 4 gavage vhich
iﬁteheé-tha -housge 'ahi & porte cechere en the deck of the houpe sre .amhite'ctiral

- iutemsta in the weck.

‘Since 1967, it hes been the home of Dr. and Mrs. J. Bon Vern, christapher
and Veamessa., Dr. Vemn, prcfesm of hglish st North Texas Sta'be Hniveraity, is tha :
'ettm or editer: ef numereus books and erticles and has lectured on his specipl

interest, ,the-mvelist Charles Dickens, in Aserica snd Creat Britein. Mrs. Vemn kes
veen aétive in Denten eminity‘gffairs gnd clubwerk m has éerved 'es)resueﬁ's of |
the Ariel Clud, Demten's sldest vemen's clus smd of the Histerical Preservation Seclety.
The Vonn's kewe von pictured snd written ehemt in the December 1979 isswe of the |
magarine Texss Hemes. Tt appesred on the Ciomnel 5 mevs three times in Decenber 1978
vhen the Vma vere visited and interviewed hy Bohbie Wygant. Tt ip 1iste& as state :
histeric stte by the Toxas Histerieal Commtssien, 1977. | L
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".i i?cfitéfia to be used in Historical Landmark DesiQnatiOn-

-

';;The petitionér'wifl'be responsib]effbr furﬁishing data to the P]anhing and

.Community Development Department for submittal to ‘the Landmark Commission -

.-:substantiating that the property meets at least one or more of- the following o
-..13criterian for Hiﬁtoric;Lpndmark,designatﬁon:-= o

g ;l:I  1. Chafactef; intéresf or value as part of the.deVe?opment, heritage

OO0 0DROE O

-or cultural characteristics of the City of Denton; State of Texas, or
. the United States.” - . o et

- 2.:AReCOgnition'as a recorded Texas historic landmark, a national landmark,
or entered into the Nationai Register of Historic Places. o

3. Embodiment of distinguishing characteristics of an architectural. type -
- or_ specimen. : _ o - ) S o

4. 'Idenﬁificatidh'as_the work of an architect or master bui1der'whose'.
~-indivdual work has inf]uencedthedevelopment of the city. o

5. Embodiment of elements of aréhitecturai'design, detail, materials
or craftsmanship which represent a significant.architectural_innoyation.'

6. Re]ationship'to*othér distinctive buildihgs; sités or éreas which are
- eligible for preservation according to a plan based on architectura],;

historic or cultural motif.

7. Portfaya] of the environméht'of a grdup_of péop!e'in an area df history
characterized by a distinctive architectural stylé... s Ll
8. ‘Archaeological value in that it has produced or can be expected to

- produce data_affecting theories of historic or prehistoric interest.-u

D@ 9. Exemplification of the cultural, economic, social, ethnic or historical.
- -heritage of the City, State or United States. ' o :

f', [:].10._'Location.as'the site of a significant historic event.

11. Identification with 5 person or persons who significantly contributed
— to the culture and development of the Qipy,‘ifate'or United States.
e . *

"[# 12, A building or structure that because of its locaticn_has'become_of o

- value to a neighborhoed, community area, or the city. RS

L [:l 13. Value as an aspect of community sentiment -or public pride.




